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BURWOOD GIRLS HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS OVERVIEW 
 

FOCUS OF AWARD TYPE OF AWARD PRESENTED FOR PRESENTATION EVENT YEAR  
 

Merit Certificates 
 
• May be awarded to students for learning by classroom 

teachers and/or head teachers. Awarded for outstanding 
work in class, homework or assignment work; positive 
contributions to a student’s own learning and significant 
improvement in learning. 

• May also be awarded to students for acts or 
achievements that demonstrate the school’s motto ‘Not 
for Ourselves Alone’ (NFOA) and the values of the 
school ie. care, cooperation, courtesy, democracy, 
excellence, fairness, integrity, participation, respect and 
responsibility. 

• May accumulate certificates over a number of years. 

 
During class 

 
 
 
 
 

As required 

 
7-12 

 
Learning Award 

 

 
• Presented to students who have received 5 learning 

merit certificates. 

 
Year Assemblies 

 
7-12 

 
School Learning 

Award 
 

 
• Presented to students who have received 5 Learning 

Awards. 
• Therefore, they will have received 25 merit certificates for 

learning. 

 
School Assemblies 

 
7-12 

 
Principal’s Learning 

Award 
 

 
• Presented to students who have received 5 School 

Learning Awards. 
• Therefore, they will have received 125 merit certificates 

for learning. 

 
Presentation Day 

Year 11 Presentation Evening 
Year 12 Graduation 

 
7-10 
11 
12 

 
Year Adviser’s 
NFOA Award 

 

 
• Presented to students who have received 5 ‘Not for 

ourselves alone’ merit certificates. 

 
Year Assemblies 

 
7-12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MERIT 

 
Principal’s  

NFOA Award 

• Presented to students who have received 5 ‘Not for 
ourselves alone’ Year Adviser Awards. 

• Therefore, they will have received 25 NFOA merit 
certificates. 

 
Presentation Day 

Year 11 Presentation Evening 
Year 12 Graduation 

 
7-10 
11 
12 
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FOCUS OF AWARD TYPE OF AWARD PRESENTED FOR PRESENTATION EVENT YEAR  
 

Blue & Gold 
Awards 

 
• The Gold award is for sustained and excellent effort in 

learning in every subject, irrespective of academic 
achievement, as indicated in recent school reports 

• The Blue award is for excellent effort, demonstrated in 
all subjects, except one, in which good effort was 
achieved. 

• Recognises students who are punctual in their 
submission of work, conscientious in the completion of 
homework, participate actively in lessons and display a 
positive attitude towards learning and working with 
others. 

• Students must have an excellent attendance record to 
receive a blue or gold award ie. no unexplained 
absences, lateness or truancy; and they must wear the 
school uniform at all times. 

 
Blue & Gold Ceremony 

Semester 1 & 2 
 
 

 
7-12 

 
Principal’s  

Medal 

 
• Presented to students who have received a Blue or Gold 

Award for every semester from Years 7 to 12. 
 

 
Year 12 Graduation 

 
12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EFFORT 

Principal’s 
Excellent 

Attendance Award 

 
• Students with an excellent attendance record  
 

 
Blue & Gold 

Presentation Day 
Year 12 Graduation 

 
7-12 
7-11 
12 

 
Principal’s  

Student Leadership 
Award 

• SRC representation – nominated by the SRC 
Coordinator 

• Prefect representation– nominated by the Prefect 
Coordinator 

• School captains – automatic receipt of award 

 
Presentation Day 

 
Year 12 Graduation 

 

 
7-11 

 
12 

 
Cliff Goodchild 

Award  
 

 
• Presented to the student who has been the Head Girl of 

the Ensemble Program 

 
Presentation Day 

 
11 

 
 
 

STUDENT 
LEADERSHIP 

 
Australian Defence 

Force Award 

 
• Awarded to students from Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 

who have demonstrated leadership & teamwork in the 
school community. Students receive cash prizes. 
Nominated by the Executive and Year Advisers. 

 
Presentation Day 

 
10-12 
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FOCUS OF AWARD TYPE OF AWARD PRESENTED FOR PRESENTATION EVENT  

 
Academic  

Award 

 
• Based on academic excellence and awarded to first in 

class (Year 7 - 9) or first in course (10-12). 

Celebration of Learning Day 
Presentation Day 

Year 11 Presentation 
Year 12 Graduation 

7 
8-10 
11 
12 

 
Zillah Bocking Prize

 

 
• Presented to the dux of Year 10 ie. the student who 

receives the top School Certificate examination result. 

 
Presentation Day 

 
10 

 
Dux of Year 12 

 

 
• Presented to the student in Year 12 from the previous 

HSC year who received the highest UAI. 

 
Presentation Day 

 
Ex-12 

 
 
 
 
 

ACADEMIC 
EXCELLENCE 

 
 

Sydney University 
Academic 

Excellence Award 

 
• Awarded to a Year 10 student in recognition of 

outstanding academic achievement. Nominated by the 
Executive and Year 10 Adviser based on student’s 
school results. 

 
Presentation Day 

 
10 

 
Sport Merit Award 

 
• Grade team representation 

 
School assemblies 

 
8-11 

 
Principal’s Sport 

Award 

 
• Displayed commitment to school sport through 

representation on grade and knockout teams in Years 8-
12. 

 
Year 12 Graduation 

 

 
12 

 
Age Champions 

 
• Age champions in athletics, cross country and swimming, 

as identified for regional events. 

 
Presentation Day 

Year 12 Graduation 

 
7-11 
12 

Outstanding 
Achievement  

in Sport 

• Outstanding achievement in sport: 
o CHS representatives 
o State representatives 
o National representatives 

 
Year 12 Graduation 
Presentation Day 

 
12 

7-11 

 
Sportswoman of 

the Year 

 
• Junior & senior sportswoman of the year. Nominated by 

the Sports Co-ordinator. 

 
Presentation Day 

Year 12 Graduation 

 
7-11 
12 

 
 

 
 

SPORT 
 

 
Pierre de Coubertin 

 
• Presented to a student who exemplifies Olympic 

principles 

 
Year 12 Graduation 

 
12 
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Alan Waddington 

Prize  
• Presented to a student who shows exceptional interest 

and concern for social justice issues. Nominated by the 
Social Science faculty. 

Presentation Day 7-12 

Anne Beams Prize  
 

• Presented to a student who shows exceptional skills in 
writing. Nominated by the English faculty. 

Presentation Day 7-12 

Caltex Best All 
Rounder 

• Presented in acknowledgement of a student’s all-round 
contributions to their school and community. Typically 
they excel across a number of areas including studies, 
sport, community involvement, conduct and leadership. 
Nominated by the Executive and Year 12 Adviser. 

Year 12 Graduation 12 

Dianne Nichol Prize 
 

• Presented to a student who has demonstrated 
excellence in the Independent Science Research Project. 
Nominated by the Science faculty. 

Presentation Day 10 

Drama Medal 
 

• Presented to a student who has demonstrated 
excellence in Drama performance. Nominated by the 
English faculty. 

Presentation Day 10-12 

Elaine Peterson 
Prize 

 

• Presented to a student who has demonstrated excellent 
achievement in Music. Nominated by the Music faculty. 

Presentation Day 10-11 

Harbour Prize • Presented for achievement in Music composition. 
Nominated by the Music faculty. 

Year 12 Graduation 12 

Isla Wilson Prize 
 

• Presented for achievement in English. Nominated by the 
English faculty. 

Year 12 Graduation 12 

Janet Cockell 
Memorial Award 

• Presented to a student who has demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment to their education. 

Presentation Day 
Year 12 Graduation 

7-11 
12 

Margaret West Prize 
 

• Presented for commitment to learning in History. 
Nominated by the History faculty. 

Year 12 Graduation 12 

Reuben F. Scarf 
Award for 

Commitment 
 

• Presented to a student who has demonstrated consistent 
effort and desire to improve in all areas of their schooling 
life. 

Year 12 Graduation 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SPECIAL 
AWARDS 

 

Sandakan Prize 
 

• Presented to a student for achievement against the odds. 
Nominated by the Executive and Year Advisers. 

Presentation Day 7-12 

 
 


